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TOLEDO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 

2021 BRIDGE 

Commander ……………….....…………….. Keith Rooks, P 

 Cell   419-367-6473 

 Email karooks@gmail.com 

Executive Officer……………...……….. Rickie Waugh, P 

                           Cell  419-494-6972 

 Email waughmd@gmail.com 

Educational Officer ……………..….Fred Zibbel, N-IN 
 Cell  567-395-4759 

 Email  fredzibbel@gmail.com  

Administrative Officer……Frank Czerniejewski, P 

                           Cell  419-290-3221 

 Email fdczern@gmail.com 

Secretary……………….…Loriann Czerniejewski, P 

                           Home 419-726-3221 

 Email  lmcappriasal2yahoo.com 

Treasurer ………………………….Larry D. Cole, SN-IN 

 Cell       734-755-7252 

 Email  boater734@chartermi.net 

 

 

 

2021 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Cdr Keith Rooks, P  P/C  Rita Buck, S 

Lt/C Rickie Waugh, P  Lt Michelle  Abel, P 

P/C Fred Zibbel, N-IN  Lt Daniel Strohmeier, S 

Lt/C Frank Czeniejewski, P  Lt Howard Zibbel, S 

Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN  

Lt /C Loriann Czerniejewski, P 

 

“THE BREEZE” 

This official  publication of The Toledo Sail & 

Power Squadron is published 11 months per 

year.  Deadline to submit articles is the 1st of 

the month.  Send articles to Breeze Editor.  

 

 

Editor: Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN 

 Cell 734-755-7252  

                  Email   boater734@chartermi.net 

 

 

Distribution P/D/C Felicia Evans, AP 

 Advertising Dale Overly, AP 

 Larry D. Cole, SN-IN 

 

Printer Dave Schroeder 

 

Articles, opinions and advertisements do not 

necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement 

unless so designated. 

 

 

Websites 

Toledo      www.toledopowersquadron.org 

District 29 www.usps.org/localusps/D29 

National www.usps.org 

 

 

The USPS® Mission 

To promote recreational boating safety 

through education and civic activities while 

providing fellowship for our members. 

 

 

PLANNED GIVING 

If you would like to include the Toledo 

Sail & Power Squadron in your estate plan 

or provide another kind of gift, please 

contact P/C Haynes Lee, Jr., AP. 

Squadron Meeting Dates and Times 

Tue May 4 - General Meeting @  TBD 

   

Tue May 25 - Executive Mtg.  7:00pm @ TBD 

Tue Jun 1 - General Meeting @  TBD 

  1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting  

Tue Jun 29 - Executive Mtg.  7:00pm @ TBD 

May Birthdays 

Coming Events 

April 24 D/29 Spring Conference, Sandusky Yacht Club 

May 21-23 Toledo Shake Down Cruise, Put-in-Bay 

June 15 - 18  Toledo Mid-Week Cruise, Kelleys Island / Middle Bass 

July 2-5 Toledo Huron Boat Basin 

Date TBD DC Rendezvous, Huron Boat Basin and D/29 Summer Council 

    18 - 30 Toledo Cruise, Western Lake Erie 

August 16-19 Toledo Cruise, Leamington / Pelee Island 

   20 - 21 Toledo TYC Cruise 

29 -  Sep 5 USPS Governing Boar, Raleigh, NC 

Sept 10 - 12 Toledo Cruise, Historical Weekend 

Oct 8 - 10 D/29 Penta Fall Conference with Districts 7, 9, 11, 24 

  Kalahari Resort & convention Center 

Ruth H. Henschen 2 

Sonya A. Sparks 2 

U. William Walter 3 

Barbara Chauvin 6 

Kevin R. Powell 6 

Scott Snethkamp 7 

Timothy Anders 11 

Jason J. Snook 11 

Geri A. Buckley 13 

Jo Ann B. Scott 14 

Kelly J. Arndt 15 

Rita A. Buck 16 

Felicia M. Evans 17 

Loriann Czerniejewski 19 

Thad A. Disbrow 20 

Ronald F. Trzcinski 23 

Catherine M. Poiry 25 

Mary E. Strohmeier 26 

Wendy S. Hoefflin 27 

mailto:cshoover@yahoo.com
mailto:joycemease@gmail.com
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From Your 2021 Commander  

 
Cdr Keith A. Rooks, P 
 
Cell:     419-367-6473 

Email  karooks@gmail.com 
 
 

I hope everyone has been able to get outside and enjoy some of the spring and summer weather 
we have been getting. I think we’ve seen all 4 seasons this past week, gotta love the weather in the 
NW Ohio. 

This past month we had an ABC class that passed all 24 people, 12 of then were kids. There are 2 other classes com-
ing up, so any help that you can give is appreciated. Matt Markey of the Blade wrote about our class that will be in 
May in the March 31st edition of the paper. 

Thanks to Jan Leutz for the article in the Ensign covering the sock/blanket donation made by the squadron to the 
Cherry Street mission this past year. Many thanks to everyone involved especially Len and Rita Buck who started 
with the idea and saw it through to delivering the items. A great job by everyone involved. 

We are looking at options for in person meetings. With more people getting vaccinated along with weather getting 
nicer, (maybe we have more meeting outdoors when possible).We were looking at the May meeting but as of this 
writing nothing is set in stone for it. If May doesn’t pan out then the June meeting will be our first in person general 
meeting since March of last year. I hope to see everyone very soon. 

Take care and stay safe. 

The Rossford Convention and Visitors Bureau 
promotes an event The Rossford Walleye Round-
Up Fishing Tournament. We are looking for an 
organization to do vessel safety checks for the 
boats that have entered the tournament. The 
event is April 2&3rd and inspections would be 
done on Thursday April 1 at Bass Pro Shops in 
Rossford for 40 boats. Please let me know if the 
squadron would be interested.  

Thank you, Mary Schaller  

Robin Abel, John Miga, Mike 

Schabeck, and Larry Cole did VSCs 

on 46 boats from 4 to 6:30.  The 

temperature was 35 with wind 

chill of 23.  Keith Rooks and Joe 

Schaller were present to give 

them moral support.  The masks 

helped keep their faces from 

freezing. 

mailto:karooks@gmail.com
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In Michigan, anyone born after December 

31, 1978 and in Ohio, anyone born after Jan-

uary 1, 1982 must take a safe boating class 

to operate a vessel with 10 hp or more.  

Education Officer 

P/C Fred Zibbell, N-IN 

fredzibbel@gmail.com 

Cell:  567-395-4759 

Assistant Education Officer 

1st/Lt Michelle Abel, P 

gabby01@chartermi.net 

Cell:  734-652-4332 

On March 13 and March 20, the ABC Course was presented by P/Lt/C Nelson Evans to a 
group of 23 individuals at River View Yacht Club. 10 of those individuals in the class were 
children aged 10 to 17. It was great to see them attentive, interested and engaged. All 
passed the final test and left the class with wide smiles on their faces. All attendees prac-
ticed social distancing and wore masks throughout the sessions. I wish to thank the follow-
ing individuals for volunteering their time in making the class a huge success: Michelle 
Abel, P, Robin Abel, P, Stf/C Larry Cole, SN-IN, D/C Jason Snook, SN-IN, Lt/C Rickie Waugh, 

P, Lt/C Frank Czerniejewski, P, P/D/C Felicia Evans, AP, and Bill Bargy. Lt Nelson Evans, AP, did an outstanding job of 
presenting the course material and as a result, 100% of the students passed the final exam. Great job Nelson!  

     Due to recent inquiries about another class, we have arranged to have an additional class at the Toledo Lucas 
County Port Authority. It will be held on Wednesday evenings in May from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (5/5, 5/12, 5/19 
and 5/26).  

    There is an organization called the United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps. Their local leadership has reached out to 
us to teach the ABC course to their cadets. Ages range from 10 to 17. Dates and details are in the process of being 
finalized. It will either be taught at the Toledo Coast Guard Station or the University of Toledo. The Sea Cadets is a 
youth leadership development program sponsored by the United States Navy. Their mission is to build leaders of 
character by offering young men and women hands-on and experiential training. They develop the necessary skills 
to achieve the highest ideals of honor, respect, commitment and service. Upon graduation, they can enter the Navy 
or other branches of the military at up to two pay grades above those without the cadet credentials. This is a great 
opportunity for the squadron to become engaged with this group. 

Oskar…   

    I heard about this story that borders as a small legend; and as legends go, are usually based on some thread, no 
matter how little, of truth. 

  The year was 1939, springtime in Nazi Germany, and would prove to be a highlight for Adolf Hitler and the 
Kriegsmarine.   A new naval vessel was to be launched and the christening speech, full of pride and ego, was to be 
made by Hitler himself.  This vessel was to be the first of a new type of battleship, the Bismarck class, and this mas-
terful vessel was to be named, appropriately, Bismarck.  Within three weeks of launching, the Bismarck began sea 
trials, concluding in December of 1940.  Through delays that were not the doing of this new ship she was unable to 
reach her port in Kiel so stayed on at Hamburg.   Meanwhile the British were not at sleep regarding the Bismarck, 
but were busily working to locate and destroy her.  The propaganda had reached England’s shores and was putting 
fear in her naval leaders.  They were well aware of Bismarck’s strengths and her role to destroy the convoys coming 
to her shores, for without those convoys of food and supplies, England would starve.  

(continued next page) 

 

mailto:nevans811@aol.com
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  Finally, after a five week delay, Bismarck was able to now navigate the Kiel Canal and reach her northern port.  Here 
she would restock her stores of ammunition, fuel, and other necessary items. It seems that somewhere between 
these two ports Oskar came aboard the great battleship.  Now her crew had reached slightly over 2200 men, and all 
seemed to be prepared for their first war assignment.  There was a lot of hubbub running through the crew as this 
brand new ship seemed truly ordained to be the greatest threat to the British Royal Navy. All personnel were in 
agreement as to the pride that ran freely though the vessel.  The downside was that the other ships of war that were 
to accompany Bismarck could not go with her in this new assignment, only the heavy cruiser, Prinz Eugen, would ac-
company the Bismarck as they went out on sea duty.  What would begin as an offensive sea battle in the British sea-
lanes would eventually end up as a defensive action of outstanding disproportion.    

The pride of the German navy was a very formidable vessel.  The battleship had big guns and they had the range, 
and more so, the vessel was fast and the personnel on this vessel knew they were on a supremely powerful ship that 
could outperform any of the British naval vessels.  The Bismarck was virtually new, passed her sea trials, and had 
highly trained people on board. Even the ship itself still smelled of new paint and the fresh scent of wood still lin-
gered in the private living quarters of the captain.   Everything was new, clean, and shipshape. 

  May 24th. five days after leaving the port of Kiel the Bismarck entered into her first action as her giant guns whaled 
on the enemy.  The sounds would be deafening if one was on deck but buried deep inside of the ship the cannons 
sounded like dull thuds. The British battleship Prince of Wales was severely damaged and the next encounter would 
have Bismarck sink one of the British navy’s own pride, the H.M.S. Hood. After this battle German naval command 
ordered Prinz Eugen to be detached and to go independently to raid Allied merchant shipping as the Bismarck had 
sustained damage and was to head to France for a fuel leak and downed radar, among other problems. 

  Things were different now on the Bismarck. The seamen were not laughing as much, the crew seemed to be more 
serious, but there was still a feeling of confidence and pride that reeked throughout the vessel, which was com-
forting in a strange way.  Two days later Bismarck’s guns started again, it sounded like a dull pounding deep inside of 
her, you could feel the tremor softly through your feet.  The men were silent now, there was no one wandering 
around, all were at their positions and performing their duties; some of the rearward crew slowly began to notice a 
slight order of fuel oil in the stern of the ship as one of the fuel tanks had been damaged.  Men were checking and 
repairing damage and still spoke of the battle with pride. Bismarck was alone and blind without any backup help. 

  May 26th. the sea battle started again and continued for hours.  Now the smell of fear began to permeate the lower 
decks. Someone was crying quietly in a darkened corner.  The smell of seawater began to be noticed; there was ten-
sion in the air.  The Bismarck sustained rudder damage from a torpedo.  All men maintained battle positions. 

  May 27th. dawn brought with it  heavy bombardment by the Allies.  The Bismarck’s speed was cut down and due to 
rudder damage; she could only steer in a 12 degree arc and was unable to escape.  Numerous Allied ships were firing 
on her, and launching torpedoes at her with successful contact.  Internal communications in the Bismarck were 
breaking down.  The vessel began to list and settle in the water.  Orders were to scuttle the ship so as to not let her 
enemies take her.  During this time many of the crew were killed or injured and the atmosphere was filled with cha-
os.  The internal explosive devices went off and not that many men had a chance to get off the ship.  Of the approxi-
mate crew of 2200, roughly 115 men survived as the British went in to recover survivors. This effort was stopped 
when a submarine periscope was spotted and the Allies dispersed quickly.   

  The British crew from the H.M.S. Cossack rescued Oskar, found clinging to a floating plank. 

 

Balt “Boni” Thibert SN                                                                      to be continued….. 

Ojibway Princess   

Issue 87 
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Membership Renewals: Just the Facts 

You can check your members’ dues status online using your squadron's four-digit account number and password. 
Two months before renewal, dues invoices are created and dues status shows “pending.” One month before renew-
al, the status changes to “due.” Dues not paid by the end of the following month, the anniversary month, have a “past 
due” status—the status changes to “non-renewal” on the 8th of the following month. Maintain a list of members up for 
renewal each month, and mark them paid when they renew. The quickest and most reliable way for members to up-
date their dues status is to pay by credit card at usps.org/dues using their certificate number and PIN or invoice num-
ber.  Email: Bob Howd or Cookie Stevens 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES – February 23, 2021 via Zoom  

Executive Committee Members Attending: Cdr. Keith Rooks, P; Lt/C Rickie Waugh, P ; Lt/C Frank Czerniejewski, P; 
Stf/C Larry Cole, SN-IN; Lt Howard Zibbel, S; Lt. Dan Strohmeier, S; Lt/C Loriann Czerniejewski, P.  

1904 Cdr Rooks called the meeting to order, read the Invocation. Pledge of Allegiance led by Dan Strohmeier. Quor-
um confirmed. Cdr Rooks had a couple of revisions to the minutes (dates and the time of adjournment) Motion to 
approve minutes of 01/26/2021 Zoom meeting by Frank Czerniejewski, 2nd by Howard Zibbel. No objections. 
Minutes approved.  

Executive Officer – Rickie Waugh, P – There are currently no in person boat shows. - There is an America’s Boating 
App, everyone should loan it on their phone!!  

Administrative Officer – Frank Czerniejewski, P – Talked to Mary Shaller about t-shirt ideas, they are in the works – 
Dale at Huron Boat Basin is holding docks for the 4th of July weekend, we just need to know about how many boats 
are going.  

Educational Officer – Fred Zibbel, N-IN – An ABC class has been scheduled at River View Yacht Club for March 13th 
and 20th with social distancing and masks required. We will need help with grading on the March 20th.  

Treasurer – Larry Cole, SN-IN – We are in good financial position  

Secretary – Loriann Czerniejewski, P – The bulk of the roster is complete, awaiting the list of committee members 
for the first few pages of the roster  

Commander’s Report – Keith Rooks, P – We need to find ways to promote the Squadron – maybe flyers into the ma-
rinas and into new boat owner’s hands. Possibly include a free of discounted class with a new boat purchase???  

Per National, it appears that more people are showing up and staying longer to chat at the virtual classes. This may 
be due to no travel time to go home.  

Hopefully we can have in-person meetings soon with the vaccine being more readily available – possibly in May?  

Seminars – There is a possibility that we may be combining districts to attend classes. If another district is offering a 
class or seminar, possible we may be able to attend so we can share instructors.  

The Change of Watch article was submitted to numerous newspapers so keep an eye out so proper thank you notes 
can be sent out.  

Committee Reports:  

Auditing: Contacted Barb Mather – the audit should hopefully be done in a couple of weeks  

Nominating: has been contacted for positions to fill  

Adjourn –19:31 - Motion by Frank Czerniejewski, 2nd by Howard Zibbel  

Respectfully submitted, Loriann Czerniejewski, 2021 Interim Squadron Secretary  

https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=087415a4f4&e=6656a4637f
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=f4cd5a314c&e=6656a4637f
mailto:rhowd1@ec.rr.com
mailto:kjstaa@hargray.com
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3 for $ 4.75 

New advertiser — please support with your business. 

  

Jason Snook  

Phone: 586-855-6513 

E-mail: jjsnook1@yahoo.com 

Indoor/Outdoor Residential 

Free Estimates 

References available 

JJS Professional Painting 
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BETTER BOATING 
THROUGH EDUCATION 
Toledo Power Squadron 

5004 W Albain Rd 

Monroe, MI 48161 

              Toledo Yacht Club 

              Home of the Mills Trophy Race 

             Memberships Available 

~              Deep Water Docks ~ In-ground pool ~Tennis ~ 

Restaurant~~Bar ~Banquet rooms ~Shelter House~ 

Small boat storage ~Monthly events 

www.toledoyachtclub.com 

419-726-3485 

Bayview Park, 3900 N. Summit St. Bldg 2, Toledo, Ohio 43611 


